CHAPTER XIII

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF IN INDIA

To India again, sixty-seven years old, and frequently
suffering physical pain such as few men can know. Only
a month before sailing he had thus described his sensa--
tions. " The injured nerves [of the face] carry inflamma-
tion up to the brain and it is not to be borne. I cannot
tell what others may suffer, but they have not had the
causes that affect me to affect them j they have not had
the nerves torn by a jagged ball passing through, break-
ing nose-bones and jaw-bones, and lacerating nerves,
muscles, and mucous membranes; they can hardly there-
fore have suffered as I do; if they have, their fortitude
is beyond mine, for I cannot bear even the thought of it.
It makes every nerve in my body tremble, even now,
from writing on the subject."

On May 6th, 1849, Napier landed at Calcutta to find
the Sikh War over. Lord G-ough had completely
vanquished the Khalsa arms at G-oojerat, and resistance
ceased from that day. Though perhaps in one sense
this was a disappointment to Napier, he rejoiced that
a fine old soldier should have been able by this victory
to vindicate his military reputation. " It was hard," he
writes, "that a brave old veteran like Gough, whose